October Evening

is enchantment

paling sun leans faintly
rays angling away

shadows grown thin

clouds pulled ribboning out

(so many strands
so many skeins)

and everywhere

the silver litter of spiders
like fine hair

whisped in shimmered light

(leans angling thin
pulled ribboning out

so many strands)

to enter it
is to approach Eve’s temptation

feel how broken
it lingering clings

(so many skeins)

and in the morning has taken up
new places, new perfection



and innocence hangs on air
(fine lingering clings)
conspires seduction everywhere

(approach temptation
enter perfection)



Landscape Painting

witnessed in

road-mauled hares
whose fresh torn guts twitch nervously

towers of foxgloves
stabbing spears against the sky

ox-eyed rosettes
stiffly held beneath grazing rains

trodden buttercups
whose underneaths stream silent gold

burnished oaks
aching into life, dying to live

razored thrushes
sharing worms” warm blood

evening’s wounded suns
spilling into pink clouds

sharing one scene

Still life till end.



No Laughing Matter

There was this woman, this man named Percy, and this parrot...

Not parrot, actually, but macaw some wag had called Micawber;
not Percy’s either though he’d motored miles to bring it back,
but Great Aunt Annie’s who always had stacks of ready cash.

Just like Giles’ cartoon Granny, with manky fox-fur wrap

that snapped our worming fingers, she was a one for jokes:

could pull almost all herself apart. Had those tricks with sliding
thumbs and stolen noses; would let her false bun fall then jig it in
our faces; sat on her stocking stuffed leg-like with rags, then
bullied us to pull, till off it flopped lolloping in our hands.

(Remembering this, I understand why my childhood dreams
were littered with dismembered limbs.) Her only certain things
were those amber glass door-pulls, and even they dissembled —
not jewels, or warm to touch, at times coming adrift in your mitts.

That parrot-cuam-macaw Annie had Percy place down her yard,
behind the arch, so when you passed it squawked till ready to explode,
thrumming on its perch, some feather-weight warming for a punch.

Most of its joke was colour: bursts of scarlet, amber, gold that
blazed against gate of Sherwood-green and lime-washed wall -
Brazil in England. Try as he might, Percy couldn’t make it talk.
Once he’d belted it so it never pecked his hands, but if strangers
leant to stroke, it squared them in the eye, crocked head — once,
twice — then struck. I dared it once: my sisters stared on petrified.



When Great Annie died, Micawber went (not dead, just sold)
and Percy took up bulldogs, thumping their plug-ugly weight
to rectangled coffee-tables with Queen Anne legs. True to form
they terrorized and grinned fixedly at their own gruesome jokes.

It must have been his job that made him fierce with things
at home. A placid man, he earned his keep for thirty years
and more by grinding down piles of bone to hoof and horn.

Even his nasturtiums — gleaming in scarlets, ambers, golds —

were bullied glorying up the wall, like parakeets among the white
and green. They never talked, or pecked, just held their mouths
in silent mocking grins: more dissembling jewels colding

to the touch, or coming adrift in uncertain mitts. Another joke?

There was this man named Percy, these flowers, and this poem...




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 600
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50667
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 600
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


